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The Democratic party has lurched more to the Republican right as a result of Clinton’s presidency. But this 
phenomenon is actually much worse. It is a dynamic explained by Luke Savage in the Atlantic quite nicely: 


Liberalism in the Trump era has thus become a kind of strange pantomime act in which elite politicians 
deploy the rhetoric of imminent threats and national emergency only to behave like hapless 
passengers trapped aboard a sinking ship. Although it has certainly found its most potent expression in 
Washington, this posture of feigned powerlessness has gradually come to infect the broader culture 
and ideology of American liberalism as a whole. 


And yes, it originated with Clinton: 


The contradictory posturing of today’s most powerful liberals is not fully attributable to the shock and 
disorientation brought about by the 2016 election; its roots go back to the Clinton era at least—the 
period (not incidentally) when Democratic leaders formally abandoned their commitment to the New 
Deal and absorbed key parts of a Republican agenda. 


Not only have the Democrats abandoned popular policy positions, but they offer a strange reason: 
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Partly in response to the limitations of Obama-era liberalism, the left (notably, though not exclusively, in 
Bernie Sanders’s two presidential campaigns) has embraced something like an inverse strategy: 
mobilizing around ambitious, popular policies and openly naming the forces and interests that stand in 
their way. 


Luke explains why this attitude is simple lazy defeatism: 


The standard rejoinder is that the American left is detached from the political realities of a system that 
makes changing anything exceptionally difficult. On short-term pragmatic grounds, this argument 
obviously has a certain force. But until such an effort is actually mounted, we will never know what it 
might achieve. The same logic applies in the longer term to popular policies such as Medicare for All 
and the Green New Deal. 


It’s all well and good to recognize the structural constraints imposed by America’s political system, and 
the difficulty of passing major reforms in the face of organized opposition. But for too many of 
America’s leading liberal politicians, “realism” has become an identity unto itself, unmoored from any 
programmatic orientation toward the future or sustained effort to bring about significant change. 


In other words, the Democrats don’t even try to appeal to the working class anymore. Like Republicans, 
they’re campaigns amount to sloganeering and outright stupidity: 


The Democratic Party’s 2020 nominee for president, meanwhile, is a former vice president who 
pledges to reform corporate America through “non-legislative” means and proudly champions the idea 
that “nothing fundamental” needs to change. On issues as varied as the environment, racial 
oppression, and immigrant rights, the culture of liberalism has rarely been so suffused with a language 
of moral urgency and social justice; as an institutional and ideological presence in American life, its 
politics has rarely been so unambitious or shy of confrontation. 


Savage notes that Democrats in office sound more like activists, pleading with the establishment which they 
seem to think is not in their power to shape as they please to whatever degree possible, rather than as 
politicians elected to wield power. Cuomo and DeBlasio write letters about the climate and the urgency 
thereof, while doing nothing. Meanwhile, Governor Newsom of California excoriates Trump for inaction on 
the wildfires engulfing his state as Newsom just permitted a record number of fracking permits! 


This is not simply a question of incompetence; this is this simply corruption. The democratic party has been 
whipped out across state, local and federal government. Why? It’s not because Republicans are vastly 
superior or their policies resonant with normal people. They don't, in either case. It is because Democrats 
suck. 
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